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F o r t  F i n d l a y  P l a y h o u s e  
T H E  F O R T E L L  

Harvey Auditions Set 
By Jim Toth 
 
Mary Chase's classic comedy Harvey is truly one of American 
theatre's most renown treasurers. Winner of every possible 
major theatre award, including the Pulitzer Prize in 1945,  
Harvey has remained one of the most widely produced plays 
by theatres worldwide for well over 60 years.  
    

The story of Elwood P. Dowd and his invisible rabbit friend, Harvey literally  
needs no introduction. Mirth and mayhem abound as Elwood's sister, Vita 
Louise, a would be social climber, attempts to have the lovable Elwood committed 
to a local sanitarium.  When the doctors mistake Vita as the patient and commit 
her instead, the madcap hilarity begins. Just when it seems impossible that things 
could get any crazier, Dr. Chumley, the head of the asylum, begins to see Harvey 
himself. 
 
The cast of characters includes 6 adult males and 5 adult females.   
  
ELWOOD P. DOWD: middle aged eccentric leading man 
DOCTOR CHUMLEY: psychiatrist (40 to 60) 
DR. SANDERSON: Chumley's assistant (20 to 30) 
LYMAN WILSON: head orderly with an eye for the ladies  (20 to 30) 
JUDGE GAFFNEY: family attorney  (50 to 70) 
E.J. LOFGREN: taxicab driver  
  
VITA LOUISE: Elwood's older sister  (60ish) 
MYRTLE MAE: Vita's daughter  (20 to 30) 
RUTH KELLY: Dr. Chumley's pretty nurse  (20’s) 
BETTY CHUMLEY: Dr. Chumley's socialite wife.  (50 to 60) 
MRS CHAUVENET: snobbish society matron in mink  (60ish) 
  
Under the direction of veteran stager Jim Toth, and production supervised by  
Deb Finley, Harvey will run May 5-8 and 12-15. Auditions, which are open to the 
public, will be held Sunday and Monday, March 27th and 28th at 7:30pm on the 
stage of the Fort Findlay Playhouse. 

Congratulations Region III  
AACT Invitees 
 
Congratulations to Stow Players (Vanities), Alcove Theatre 
(Nietzche Ate Here), Van Wert Civic Theatre (Dixie Swim 
Club), Actors Guild of Parkersburg (The Story of My Life), MTV Arts, Inc. (Donkey 
Baseball), and Dayton Playhouse (25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee) on 
their presentations at State AACTFest in Maumee on March 5th.   
 
MTV Arts, Inc. and Actors Guild of Parkersburg were selected to represent Ohio 
at the regional festival in Columbus April 29, 30 and May 1. 
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Congratulations to the cast and crew of Escanaba in Da Moonlight 
L-R: Wes Taylor, Kyle Slagley, Shelly Umathum, Patrick Davis, Pete Rose, and Jim Toth (crew not pictured) 

Once in a Decade  
Event - Ohio hosts 
ACCTFest Regional 
 
AACT (American Association of Community Theatre)  
festivals are part of a multi-year process that culminates in a 
national festival held in odd-numbered years. AACTFest  
provides an opportunity for community theatres from AACT's 11  
regions to enter productions for adjudication and  
advancement from state to regional to national level.  
AACTFest is both a celebration of theatre and a learning  
experience for those who take part. 
 
AACTFest11 is a national theatre event that will bring the best 
community theatre productions from across the country and the 
U.S. Armed Services in Europe to Rochester, New York, June 
20-26, 2011. Over 600 people are expected to participate in 
this American Association of Community Theatre flagship 
event. Performances, workshops and exhibits are open to the 
public. 
 
Every 10 years, Ohio takes a turn at hosting the Region III 
AACTFest. This year’s event will take place at the Columbus 
Performing Arts Center in Columbus Ohio April 29, 30 and May 
1. The five states in the Region (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Ohio and Wisconsin) will be sending their best to this event.  
 
Registration for the full package is $100/person and includes 
admission to all productions, OCTAFeud, Friday and Saturday 
night after-glow parties, and Sunday Awards' Brunch.  A  
reservation form and a festival flyer can be found at http://
www.region3aact.org/.  Deadline is April 8. 
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The Fort Findlay 
Playhouse has been 
the home of many 
wonderful  
productions over the 
past 50 years. A 
successful  
production takes 
many dedicated and 
motivated people. In 
this article, the  
Morale Committee 
focused on just one 
piece that goes into 

a show: ACTING. Here are some questions that some of 
our active actors and actresses answered.  
 

HOW MUCH DO YOU DRAW ON YOUR OWN  
EXPERIENCE WHEN YOU ACT? 
 

Betty Hipp: Well, of course, lots I suppose. We can never 
divorce ourselves from our experiences. The emotional 
past, rather than the physical, is the richest. Sometimes I 
can even recall the feelings of joy or disappointment or awe 
from my childhood (which, let's face it, was a long time 
ago!).  Specific personal hurts, loving feelings, marriage 
and motherhood with their joys and challenges...these are 
all stored in the sensory memory. The death of my mother 
and the suffering of my husband are especially "raw" areas.  
Even though I do not live in the past, it's good to be able to 
tap into it. 
Ed Griswold: I would say the amount I draw on my own  
experience is directly proportionate to the role itself. If my 
life and the role are polar opposites, I'm pretty much left to 
my own vices to create the "life" of my character all on my 
own.  
Nathan Buck: I draw on mostly own experience, but  
research what I need to, to understand the character and 
their setting/culture. 
 

IF YOU COULD STAR IN A RE-MAKE OF A CLASSIC 
FILM, WHO WOULD YOU WANT TO PLAY AND WHY? 
 

Kyle Slagley: I would have to say Rebecca and I want to 
play Olivier's role Maxim de Winter. That is one of the few 
films that I really liked Olivier, the film is a thriller the way 
thrillers should be and Olivier is the essence of suave. 
What woman wouldn't want to be romanticized by that? 
Dennis Clark: I would like to be Inspector Clouseau from 
the Pink Panther series.  
Julie Lane: I'd like to play Bette Davis in Whatever  
Happened to Baby Jane? I think that would be meaty and 
scary! 
 

WHEN A SCENE CALLS FOR YOU TO DISPLAY  
HATRED, WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT? 
 

Ed Griswold: You know, this is where I'm a little bit different. 
I like to think of the exact opposite. If I'm supposed to be 
angry, I think happy thoughts. I feel like it causes you to 
actually "act" more upset thus creating a more believable 
moment.  
Andrea Adams Miller: I recall things from working in law 
enforcement that involve crimes against a person or child. I 

Member’s Spotlight 
By Samantha Henry 

imagine what it would be like if I were the victim or if I were the 
victim's parent right as it happened. Dark, ugly things I'd rather 
not mention out loud 
Betty Hipp: I can't recall ever having to display hatred in a play.  
If that should ever come up, I suppose I would think about the 
despicable people who engage in child abuse! 
 

WHAT WAS YOUR MOST CHALLENGING ROLE?  
 

Barb Pace: Gert in Lost in Yonkers. It was hard to talk and  
inhale at the same time! I didn't have the experience and  
guidance to work with someone with less experience than me 
and I never got my cue lines or they were in the wrong order. I 
didn't know exactly how to get around it. 
Julie Lane: Annie Wilkes in Misery...physically, mentally and 
emotionally. 
Nate Buck: Two equally challenging roles were Pontius Pilate in 
a passion play, and the young doctor in Wit. Both required a lot 
of energy, focus, and character development/change in a  
compressed time frame. 
 

ARE THERE ANY SHOWS THAT TURNED OUT TO BE 
NOTHING LIKE YOU THOUGHT THEY'D BE AND WHY? 
 

Andrea Adams Miller: Two shows that I thought would be OK, 
turned out fabulous, Honk, and Something's Afoot. Both of 
these shows were fantastic. The scenery, the dancing, the  
costumes, the singing, the acting, the special effects, the  
cohesiveness of the actors and crew were all so perfectly 
aligned. Those fortunate patrons who came to see the shows 
were delighted. I thought for sure these shows would be  
sellouts! However, so many people missed out because they 
assumed Honk! was for kids only or that Something's Afoot was 
not as well known so not worth their time. Many people missed 
out as these were two of the top ten best productions I was 
ever in! 
Kyle Slagley: I once did a Rodgers & Hart show called Babes in 
Arms. I figured, it's Rogers & Hart it can't be bad. Boy was I 
wrong. The script was terrible, to the point where I'm honestly 
surprised Rogers and Hart put their names on it. Our rendition 
of the show was by no means spectacular, but still, you can 
only work with what you've got. 
Nate Buck: Wit as the young doctor. Really didn't expect to 
have to act out a pelvic exam in a convincing way. 
 

FOR WHAT WORK ARE YOU MOST PROUD? 
 

Barb Pace: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum 
was one of my most fun shows followed closely by Bye Bye 
Birdie. I loved doing Funny Money, which was the only play I’ve 
been in that wasn't a musical, and I got my first award! 
Betty Hipp: Hmmm. I guess it would be playing Mrs. Lovett in 
Sweeny Todd. Our theater group, Pleasantville Music Theatre 
in Pleasantville, NY, presented this challenging musical in 1983 
and then were urged to do it again in 1987. The 1983  
production was the first in Westchester County, NY. 
Dennis Clark: Hard to say. I loved being Dr. Einstein in Arsenic 
and Old Lace, and I loved being King Sextimus in Once Upon a 
Mattress. In Once Upon A Mattress, doing all that mime was 
such fun, but a lot harder than I thought it was going to be. 
Plus, I did a lot of running in that character, and at the time, I 
was sick with only about 55% lung capacity. (I didn’t know 
about the lung capacity issue at the time). No wonder I got so 
winded, but playing the part was a blast! 
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What to see in the Northwest  
Region and other local theatres 

 
 

Nominations still being accepted 
 

Interested in being part of the backbone of FFP?  Think 
about running for a position on the board of trustees. There 
are three, three-year terms open for the 2011-2012 election.  
 

In order to be a board member, you must have attended 
three meetings (board or general), worked on a show in 
some capacity (ushering does not count), or been a  
chair/co-chair of a permanent committee. 
 

New board members will join Marty Williams, Georgia 
Durain, Deb Finley, Tara Laciano, Pete Rose, and Wes  
Taylor. 
 

As of the February general membership meeting Barb Pace, 
Dawn Rose, Mark Thomas and Cathy Williams have added 
their name to the ballot. 
 

If you wish to put your name on the ballot or you have  
questions, contact one of the nominating committee  
members: Bill Rayle (brayle@hotmail.com), Pete Rose 
(foreverboc@sbcglobal.net) or Lori Foster 
(Baldwin130@aol.com). 

Come Back to the 5 & Dime Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean 
3/11-20 

Amil Tellers of Dramatics - Lima 
www.amiltellers.org 

800-944-1441 
 

The Rainmaker 
3/11-26 

Village Players - Toledo 
www.thevillageplayers.org 

419-472-6817 
 

Little Shop of Horrors 
3/17-27 

Playmakers Civic Theatre - Port Clinton 
www.pcplaymakers.org 

419-734-5044 
 

Breaking Up is Hard to Do 
3/18-26 

Jesters Roving Players - Fort Jennings 
www.jestersrovingplayers.org 

419-286-3678 
 

A Month of Sundays 
3/24-4/2 

Van Wert Civic Theatre - Van Wert 
www.vwct.org 
419-238-9689 

 

Lend Me a Tenor 
3/25-4/3 

Black Swamp Players - Bowling Green 
www.blackswampplayers.org 

bsplayer@wcnet.org with subject line: Tickets 
 

Arsenic & Old Lace 
4/1-10 

Genoa Civic Theatre - Genoa 
www.genoacivictheatre.org 

419-855-3103 
 

Nunsensations! 
4/8-17 

Star Players - Upper Sandusky 
www.starplayers.net 

419-294-1410 
 

The Wedding Singer 
4/8-17 

Williams County Community Theatre - Bryan 
www.mywcct.com 

888-569-9228 
 

Crimes of the Heart 
4/13-17 

University of Findlay - Findlay 
www.finday.edu 

419-434-5335 or boxoffice@findlay.edu 
 

70, Girls,70 
4/15-17 

Waterville Playshop – Waterville 
www.watervilleplayshop.org 

419-270-1204 
 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
4/29-5/7 

Oregon Community Theatre - Oregon 
www.oregoncommunitytheatre.org 

419-691-1398 
 

Out of Sight, Out of Murder 
4/29-5/14 

Harlequins, Inc. - Sandusky 
www.harlequinstheatre.org 

419-621-1311 
 

Come Back to the 5 & Dime Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean 
4/30-5/7 

Ritz Players - Tiffin 
www.ritztheatre.org 

800-586-7382 
 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
5/5-7 

Bluffton University - Bluffton 
www.bluffton.edu/arts/the/ 

419-358-3239 or bluffton.universitytickets.com 
 

Grease 
5/6-15 

Grand Lake Theatrix - St. Marys 
www.grandlaketheatrix.com 

419-953-7612 
 

The Sound of Music 
5/6-22 

Fremont Community Theatre - Fremont 
www.fremontcommunitytheatre.org 

419-322-0695 
 

Nunset Bouelvard 
5/12-21 

Van Wert Civic Theatre - Van Wert 
www.vwct.org 
419-238-9689 

 

Whose Wives are they Anyway? 
5/12-22 

Playmakers Civic Theatre - Port Clinton 
www.pcplaymakers.org 

419-734-5044 
 

Adrift in Macao 
5/13-28 

Village Players - Toledo 
www.thevillageplayers.org 

419-472-6817 



ANNIE AUDITIONS 
ANNOUNCED 
By Marty Williams 
 

This year's Christmas musical is the American favorite, Ann ie. Reuniting  the team that brough t you last year's The Soun d of Music, Annie w ill be d irected by  

Kathy Newell and produced by Marty Williams w ith musical d irection by Dan Basinger and choreography by the team of L inda England  and Kirsten Gary.  

Auditions will be held the weekend of September 30 through October 2.  

 

Children's Aud itions 

 

Girls between the ages of eight  and fourteen wil l audit ion on Saturday, September 30 at G lenwood Midd le Schoo l. Reg istration begins at  9:00 a m with  

auditions beginn ing at 1 0:00 am. There are roles for seven girls in th is production. Please have a one-minu te song prepared. Select a song or the port ion of a  

song that shows your best! Please, no songs from the show. An  accompanist w ill be provided. You  shou ld dress comfortab ly and be prepared to dance. Those  

audition ing who are called back from the music and dance audit ions must be available on Saturday afternoon for a reading audit ion.  

 

Adult Audition s 

 

Adults w ill aud ition on Sunday and Monday evenings at 7 :00 p.m. Please have a one-minute song prepared. Select a song or the portion of a song that show s 

your best! Please, no songs from the show. An accompanist will be prov ided. Come prepared to move. T his show is  reminiscent of the th irties movie musicals,  

so there is a considerable amount of dancing.  

 

Synop sis of Roles 

 

Principal Women's Roles :  

Miss Hann igan - age range 30s to 40 s, must s ing and dance, with some solo w ork. Excellent character role. Miss Hann igan runs the orphanage 

for girls.  

Grace Farrell - age range 20s to 30s, mus t sing soprano range and move well. Grace is secretary to Oliver Warbucks.  

Lily St. Regis - age range 20s to  30s, must  sing  and dance. Lily is Rooster Hannigan's g irlfriend and might be described as 'not too bright'.  

Principal Men's Roles :  

Oliver Warbucks - age range 40s-50s, mus t sing and dance. Successful b ill ionaire industrialist. Very po mpous  but has a softer side.  

Rooster Hannigan - age range 20s to 30s , must sing and dance. Excellent character role. 

FDR - small, but importan t character role. 

Children's Roles:  

All of the children sing and  dance. Age ranges given are the character's age. Hopefully girls who are a lit tle older, bu t "look" younger will  

be cast in many of the roles. Due to the paces of the rehearsals and the show, i t is recommended that aud itioners be at least eigh t years 

old.  

Annie - age range 10-11. Must sing and  dance well. This ro le requires terrific stamina because of the nu mber of scenes invo lved.  

Molly - character age range of 5-6 but will be p layed by an older child who looks younger.  

Kate - age range 7-8 

Tessie - age range 9-10 

Pepper - age range 12-13 

July - age range 12-13  

Duffy - age range 13-14 

The supporting cast of th is sh ow is made up of five men and  seven women. T he women have twenty  roles between them and  men have th irty five. A great  

opportunity for the character actor in all of us.  

 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Kathy  Newell at 423-1314 or Marty W illia ms at 42 2-1834.  

September 2000 
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HOW TO CONTACT 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
                                                                           Term   

                                                                           Exp. 

President William Rayle              422-9111     2002 

V. President Marty Williams       422-1834     2001 

Secretary Barb Pace                     422-9677     2003 

Treasurer Deb Finley                   423-7246     2003 

Daphne Bower                              423-8486     2001 

Debi Hollington                            427-0909     2002 

J. Ladd                                          423-7647     2001 

Marjorie Ryan                              423-7623     2001 

Jim Toth                                        424-9578     2001 
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FFP e-mail: FFPinfo@aol.com 
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Northwest Region online: NWOCTA.hypermart.net  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
(all events take place at FFP unless otherwise noted) 

 
General Membership Meeting Wed., Mar. 23 7:30 pm 
 

Warehouse Cleanup and Organization (400 Liberty St) Sat., Mar. 26  10:00 am 
 

Harvey auditions (see article page 1) Sun. - Mon., Mar. 27 - 28 7:30 pm 
 

Board Meeting Wed., Apr. 6 7:30 pm 
 

Tickets on sale to Benefactors for Harvey Mon., Apr. 18 422-4624 
Tickets on sale to Angels for Harvey Tues., Apr. 19 M-W & F, 9 am - 4 pm 
Tickets on sale to Patrons for Harvey Wed., Apr. 20 Thurs., 11 am - 6 pm 
Tickets on sale to General Public for Harvey Mon., Apr. 25 
 

General Membership Meeting Wed., Apr. 27 7:30 pm 
 

Harvey  Thu. - Sat., May 5 - 7, 12 - 14 8:00 pm  
 Sun., May 8 5:00 pm 
 

Board Meeting Mon., May 9 7:30 pm 
 

Banquet Reservations Deadline (for dinner) Fri., May 13 5:00 pm 
 

Fortell Deadline Sun., May 15 5:00 pm 
 

Banquet Reservations Deadline (for meeting only) Fri., May 20 5:00 pm 
 

Annual Banquet / General Membership Meeting Wed., May 25  
      Social Time  5:00 pm 
      Dinner  6:00 pm 
      Awards and Entertainment  7:00 pm 

 

Proper 
Postage 

Required 300 W Sandusky St 

Findlay OH  45840 


