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F o r t  F i n d l a y  P l a y h o u s e  
T H E  F O R T E L L  

I Hate Hamlet  Happening Now  
By Kyle Slagley and Katie Blocksidge 
  
I Hate Hamlet follows the story of young television heart throb  
Andrew Rally (David Hartwig), who moves to New York City to 
play Shakespeare's iconic Danish prince, Hamlet, in Central Park. 
Upon moving into his apartment in New York, Rally accidentally 
summons the spirit of the apartment's former tenant, the  
legendary Shakespearean actor John Barrymore (George  
Rustemeyer). 
 
Despite Rally's protests, Barrymore informs him that the two of them are stuck 
together until Rally has played the role of Hamlet. Barrymore then proceeds to 
coach Rally in the finer points of acting, teaching him all that it means to play one 
of the greatest roles in all of English theatre. The interaction between the two  
actors is not entirely business however, as Rally's wildly romantic girlfriend  
Dierdre (Tara Laciano) gets pulled into the fray when Barrymore attempts to  

(Continued on page 2) 

The King and I  Auditions Announced!   
By Samantha Henry 
 

The King and I opened on Broadway 60 years ago and has 
been playing somewhere in the world ever since! Based on 
Anna and the King of Siam by Margaret Landon, with book 
and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II and a dazzling score by 

Richard Rodgers, the show won Tony Awards for Best Musical, Best Actress and 
Best Featured Actor.  Set in Siam (modern day Thailand) in the 1860s, The King 
and I tells the classic story of the English widow, Anna Leonowens, and her young 
son and their life at the Royal Palace in Bangkok. Anna has been summoned by 
the King to serve as tutor to his many children and wives. While they both retain 
their respective traditions and values, Anna and the King grow to understand and, 
eventually, respect one another, in this unique and uplifting story of East meets 
West. 
 
Stirring and beautiful musical numbers include ñGetting to Know Youò; ñShall We 
Dance?ò; ñHello, Young Loversò; ñI Have Dreamedò and the charming ballet  
sequence ñThe Small House of Uncle Thomasò. This is a show for the entire  
family and will be a special treat at Christmastime. 
 
Auditions for The King and I will be held at the playhouse on Sunday and  
Monday, September 25 & 26 at 7:30 p.m. The show will run December 1-4,  
8-11 and 15-18.  
 
Director Marty Williams, musical director Katie Blocksidge and producer  
Samantha Henry will be casting actors, singers and dancers of all ages for this 
production. Please have a one-minute song prepared.  Select a song or the  
portion of a song that shows your best! Please, no songs from the show.  An  
accompanist will be provided.  Come prepared to move. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Congratulations to the cast and crew of Leading Ladies  
 

Front Row L-R: Laurie Dye, Samantha Henry, Lori Foster, Barb Pace, Alicia Creger, Julie Lane, Daphne Bower;  
Back Row L-R: Elizabeth Orley, Georgia Durain, Vickie Lopez, Pete Rose, Kyle Slagley,  
John Garner, Patrick Davis, Jim Toth, Julie Graber, Elizabeth Reynolds, Mark Thomas 

Congratulations to the Cast and Crew of I Hate Hamlet  
 

Front Row (L-R): Vickie Lopez, Laurie Dye, Tara Laciano and Samantha Henry 
Standing (L-R): Lindsay Taylor, John Garner, Daphne Bower, Kyle Slagley,  

David Hartwig, Wes Taylor, George Rustemeyer, Julie Lane,  
Katie Blocksidge and Alicia Creger 

help Rally overcome some delicate 
issues in his personal life. 
 
The play also includes Rally's producer 
friend Gary Lefkowitz (Wes Taylor) 
who travels from LA, bound and  
determined to land Rally on a new TV 
show and make millions for each of 
them in the process. Also in the mix  
is Lillian Troy (Julie Lane), Rally's 
agent and a former fling of the late  
Barrymore and Felicia Dantine (Laurie 
Dye), the real estate agent and native 
New Yorker that landed the apartment 
for Rally. 
 
Show dates are September 15-18 and 
September 22-24.  Tickets are $12  
and can be purchased through the  
Arts Partnership at 419-422-4624.  
All evening performances begin at 8 
p.m. and the Sunday matinee begins  
at 5 p.m. 
 
The show is directed by Samantha 
Henry and produced by Katie  
Blocksidge.   
 
I Hate Hamlet is produced in  
association with Dramatists Play  
Service, Inc.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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2011 OCTA Conference  
Itôs All Greek to Me 
By Jim Toth, OCTA Delegate 
  
Linda and I arrived in "beautiful" downtown 
Independence, Ohio at around 4 pm Friday 
afternoon and upon opening our car doors 

were immediately greeted by the 101 degree temperature.  
We both agreed that this would be an excellent weekend to 
spend inside an air conditioned hotel.  These thoughts were 
quickly jeopardized when we entered the 99 degree hotel 
lobby.  We checked in and went to find our room while  
praying for a fine-tuned working air conditioner.  Our prayers 
were answered.  Friday was a slow paced evening for us but 
did feature the viewing of the OCTA Junior winners.  We 
watched two really outstanding youth theatre groups which 
included friend Joe Barton's production of my favorite musical 
Les Misérables, School Edition.  The kids were amazing and 
represented the NW region with pride. 
 
Saturday started out with early morning workshops for me 
while Linda took the opportunity to sleep in.  Lunch for me 
was part of the annual state delegates meeting and election 
of the new OCTA Board.  The lunch was dull at best (being 
polite here) but the meeting was spirited.  I love a good  
controversy.  Special congrats to our own Marty Williams,  
who was elected to the OCTA State Board. 
 
The afternoon and evening featured the best excerpts from 
the state and in my opinion was the highest quality theatre  
I have ever seen at the state conference.  Applause to all the 
theatres that showcased.  After the excerpts the assemblage 
spread out to take part in the myriad of late night activities.   
I was personally saddened that this three time state OCTA-
FEUD champion was not on a team for the first time in 12 
years.  FFP however was represented with a team (Julie 
Lane, Laurie Dye, 
Samantha Henry, 
Lindsay Taylor, and 
Katie Blocksidge) that 
was unfortunately 
eliminated in the  
second evening of 
competition.  Other 
fun activities included MTI's show tune sing-a-long, theatre 
games and parties galore.  This year also introduced the 
Tech Olympics which were very popular and I hope will  
become a regular event at future conferences.   
 
Sunday morning again started with early morning workshops 
for me while my lovely wife again opted for an extended  
slumber.  The workshop was just OK and I envied my wife's 
choice.  More exciting excerpts followed Sunday and the high 
quality from Saturday continued.  Special notice must be 
given to our friends from the NW Region; Encore Theatre 
(Lima) and Playmakerôs Civic Theatre (Port Clinton)  
presented excellent cuttings from Moonlight and Magnolias 
and Leaving Iowa respectively.  The People's Choice award 
winner from Van Wert Civic Theatre was a totally hilarious 
production of The Full Monty.  Jerry Zimmerman and his cast 
deserve special kudos. 
 
The evening activity included a buffet dinner followed by a 

FFP members attending 
this yearôs OCTA  

Conference were: Katie 
Blocksidge, Laurie Dye, 

Steve & Bonnie 
Froelich, Sam Gupta, 

Samantha Henry, Julie 
Lane, Kyle Slagley, 

Wes & Lindsay Taylor, 
Jim & Linda Toth, Aeryn  

Williams and Marty & 
Cathy Williams.                                      

Toga party complete with a live band, costumes and  
dancing.  This was all followed by more late night activities.   
As my batteries were low, I chose sleep.   
 
Monday featured an awards brunch during which FFP was  
presented with four awards. Cathy Williams received an  
outstanding in individual costumes for the Queenôs costume in 
Once Upon a Mattress, and a 1st place trophy for overall  
costume coordination for Once Upon a Mattress. I think it is the 
4th year in row that Cathy was honored with the best costumer 
award.  Marty Williams received an outstanding in set design 
for Once Upon a Mattress and FFPôs Brochure garnered an 
award for merit in content. Congrats to Lindsay Taylor and 
Betty Hipp, patron chairs. 
 
Well fed and excited with the success of the weekend, we 
headed for home but already we were looking forward to next 
year in Columbus.  I hope to see you there. 
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What to see in the Northwest  
Region and other local theatres 

 

 
The Story of My Life  

9/22-10/2 
Van Wert Civic Theatre - Van Wert 

www.vwct.org 
419-238-9689 

 
Barefoot in the Park  

9/28-10/2 
University of Findlay - Findlay 

www.findlay.edu 
419-434-5335  (boxoffice@findlay.edu) 

 
Alice in Wonderland, Jr.  

9/30-10/9 
Archbold Community Theatre, Inc. - Archbold 

www.archboldcommunitytheatre.com 
419-264-5717 

 
Our Town  

10/7-16 
Fremont Community Theatre - Fremont 

www.fremontcommunitytheatre.org 
419-332-0695 

 
Rebecca  
10/7-16 

Williams County Community Theatre - Bryan 
www.williamscountycommunitytheatre.com 

888-569-9228 
 

The Drowsy Chaperone  
10/13-16 

Fort Defiance Players - Defiance 
www.fortdefianceplayers.org 

419-782-7529 
 

Hairspray  
10/15-22 

Ritz Players - Tiffin 
www.ritztheatre.org 

419-448-8544 
 

The Sound of Music  
10/21-23 

Waterville Playshop - Waterville 
www.watervilleplayshop.org 

419-270-1204 
 

Evil Dead The Musical  
10/21-29 

Williams County Community Theatre - Bryan 
www.williamscountycommunitytheatre.com 

888-569-9228 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Psychic  
10/27-30 

Black Swamp Players - Bowling Green 
www.blackswampplayers.org 

bsplayer@wcnet.org - subject line "tickets" 
 

My Son Pinocchio  
10/28-11/5 

Oregon Community Theatre - Oregon 
www.oregoncommunitytheatre.org 

419-691-1398 
 

The Castle of Otranto  
11/3-6 

Bluffton University - Bluffton 
www.bluffton.edu 

419-358-3239 
 

The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas  
11/4-12 

Bellevue Society for the Arts - Bellevue 
www.bellevuearts.net 

419-484-2787 
 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever  
11/9-13 

University of Findlay - Findlay 
www.findlay.edu 

419-434-5335 (boxoffice@findlay.edu) 
 

The Crucible (Teen Thespian Guild)  
11/11-13 

Ritz Players - Tiffin 
www.ritztheatre.org 

419-448-8544 
 

Deadly Murder  
11/4-19 

Village Players - Toledo 
www.thevillageplayers.org 

419-472-6817 
 

Bell, Book and Candle  
11/4-20 

Toledo Repertoire Theatre - Toledo 
www.toledorep.org 

419-243-9277 
 

Alice, The Musical  
11/10-20 

Playmakers Civic Theatre - Port Clinton 
www.pcplaymakers.org 

419-734-5044 
 

The Psychic  
11/10-20 

Van Wert Civic Theatre - Van Wert 
www.vwct.org 
419-238-9689 
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Congratulations  
to the cast and crew 

of Back Street  
 

Front Row L-R: Betty Hipp,  

Aeryn Williams, Tim Bechtol, 

Alaina Counts, Angie Allen 

Back Row L-R: Peggy Brannigan, 

Lyndsay Taylor, Mark Thomas, 

Gracie Foster, Alicia Creger,  

J. Ladd, Lori Foster, Tom Miller 

and Karla Bartholomy 

 
The casting committee will be looking for people to fill the following roles: 
 
Females  
 
Anna Loenowens (33-45 / Alto/Second Soprano) Confident, accomplished, passionate teacher. Sings ñI 
Whistle a Happy Tuneò, ñHello, Young Loversò, ñGetting to Know Youò, ñShall We Dance?ò, ñShall I Tell 
You What I Think of Youò. 
Tuptim (15-25 / Soprano) óGiftô from the king of Burma.  Resents being given away and is hopelessly in 
love with Lun Tha. Rebellious and daring. Sings ñMy Lord and Masterò, "I Have Dreamedò and ñWe Meet 
in a Shadowò duets with Lun Tha. 

Lady Thiang (30-40 / Alto/Second Soprano) Most favored wife, mother of crown prince. Steady influence in the court. Sings 
ñSomething Wonderfulò, ensemble work. 

Royal Wives (20-50 / Second Soprano/Soprano)   
Royal Princesses (4-14 / Second Soprano) Sing ñGetting to Know Youò.   
Amazons  
 

Males 
 
King Mongkut (40-60 / Baritone) Strong, proud, in control. Struggling to bring Siam into the modern era without losing control of 
traditions and power. Sings: ñA Puzzlementò, ñShall we Dance?ò, chants. 

Edward Ramsay (35-50 / Non-singing role) English diplomat, Annaôs former suitor. 
Kralahome (35-65 / Non singing role) Kingôs Prime Minister. Strong traditionalist. 
Louis Leonowens (8-11 / tenor) Annaôs son, helper, and champion. Fascinated by the adventure in Siam. Sings duets with Anna 

and Prince Chulalongkorn and ensemble work. 
Lun Tha (17-27 / Baritone/Tenor) In love with Tuptim. Frustrated by his powerlessness. Sings "I Have Dreamedò and ñWe Meet 
in a Shadowò duets with Tuptim. 

Prince Chululongkorn (10-14 / Tenor) Crown prince of Siam. Proud, outspoken and admiring 
of King. Sings duet with Louis and ensemble work. 

Captain Orton (35-50 / Non-singing role) Crusty advice giver to Anna. 
Royal Princes (4-14 / Tenor) Sings ñGetting to Know Youò.   
King Phra Alack (25-30 / Non-singing role) 
Priests of Siam    
 
The King and I is produced in association with Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization 

(Continued from page 1) 
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FFP Says Goodbye  
to Randy Larson  
 
Fort Findlay Playhouse lost a friend on 
August 10 when Randy A. Larson passed 
away following a car accident near  
Dayton, Ohio. 
 

Randyôs óday jobô was as an environmental assistant at The 
Heritage here in Findlay, but he spent many hours helping 
others with almost anything that needed done.  He would also 
give what he could to the less fortunate, even if at times it 
was just a nice letter of support and encouragement. If you 
moved into his neighborhood, you could expect to have 
sloppy joes delivered to your doorstep. 
 
Randy became involved 
with the playhouse 
through his partner, J.R. 
Smith, when he helped 
with house for a  
production and decorated 
the basement for  
Christmas (one of his 
dearest passions).  
Recently he has worked 
on improving the  
playhouseôs landscaping 
and outdoor decorating. 
Randy and J.R., along 
with Shirley Nebergall, 
also chaired and hosted the playhouseôs annual banquet for 
the last three years. While he never appeared on stage, 
Randy could always be counted on for hearty laughter and 
vigorous applause, and he would always be the first to offer a 
standing ovation no matter how good - or not so good - the 
performance.  
 
Randy belonged to St. Andrew's United Methodist Church, 
where he enjoyed working with the music department and the 
design team. He especially enjoyed decorating for the  
Christmas season.  
 
Randy enjoyed decorating for all the holidays, gardening, 
flower arranging, bicycling and doing things with and for his 
beloved niece Kayla.  He will be missed by many. 


